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TROPICAL
PARADISE
Florida State residents
face boiling sun, monsoon
seasons, and Arctic cold
Todays fore-
:ast holds
d 98%
chance of
rain, 98%
humidity, and highs in the
upper nineties.
Florida, The Sunshine
State, known for its agree-
able weather, sometimes
wasn't so agreeable. Rain,
heat, humidity, and cold
were a few of the com-
plaints that residents had
with Florida, humidity be-
ing one of the biggest.
"It gets so muggy here
sometimes that I can hard-
ly breathe," said Lea Da-
vis.
Raina Proctor added,
"There are about two
weekends of the year, one
in the fall and one in the
spring, when it is incredibly
humid. Everyone walks
around with glowing shiny
faces, wilted or curled hair,
and snarls on their faces."
Extreme heat was an-
other draw back to Florida
living. In the summertime
students complained that it
was too hot to walk across
Although football wasn't usually
considered a water sport, it may
have been in this case. The ankle
deep water added to the difficulty
of the game. Michael Webb re-
gains his breath after running the
ball.
a parking lot, let alone play
any outdoor sports or go to
the beach.
Some students made the
best of the uncomfortable
situations by trying to find
the humor in it.
"The worst thing about
the heat is when the air
conditioning breaks down,
especially at school. Since
we're not allowed to wear
shorts, I go to school as-
suming the air conditioning
is going to work so I don't
always dress for the weath-
er," stated James McGee,
"It gets kind of funny be-
cause I'm not the only one.
A few other kids in the
class and myself sit there
panting and start to peel
off layers before we pass
out."
In direct contrast to the
heat dilemma Floridians
found it necessary to bun-
dle up for the cold fronts.
Cathy Logan stated,
"Northerners don't think
so but it really does get
cold here and we don't
have the warm clothes for
it."
Although Florida stu-
dents didn't get snow days,
some had rain days. In
September the Pinellas
and Hillsborough areas re-
ceived three and a half
days of solid rain, closing
streets, businesses and
schools.
Students at Clearwater
were excused early so they
could make it home safely
before the roads complete-
ly flooded.
The rain didn't bother
many students, such as the
surfers.
Jason Somers said,
"Practically the only time
you can really surf is when
there's a tropical storm or a
hurricane."
Despite some of the un-
comfortable southern cli-
mates, popular opinion still
favored Florida's weather
over the North's.
Kara Hendry stated,
"Give me a little rain or
heat any day over snow,
hail, and face freezing
wind. I'm a faithful Florid-
ian."
Whatever Mother Na-
ture sent Clearwater's
way, most were thankful
for the nice days and made
the best of the not so nice
ones.
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